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Dear Friends in the Lord,
This year the Jesuit Refugee Service 

(JRS) celebrates 40 years of service, 
education and advocacy to refugees.  
The USA Central and Southern 
Province has supported JRS since its 
inception by contributing our men  
and resources. Those who have served 
with JRS would say that they received 
just as much as they gave. We com-

memorate with deep gratitude 40 years of learning from and 
being inspired by refugees. I know that is the case for me. 

In 2001 I had the opportunity to work with JRS in 
Dzaleka Camp in Malawi. At that time, HIV-AIDS was  
ravaging sub-Saharan Africa, including Dzaleka Camp. One 
of the poignant scenes that sticks in my mind is the image  
of refugees gathered in a circle at the end of the day around  
a small fire, sharing their meager monthly rations of rice  
and beans, and enjoying each other’s company. 

One of the most painful realities in the camp was the 
growing number of orphans, children from surrounding  
villages whose parents were dying from “the illness” as the 
refugees referred to HIV-AIDS. Sometimes these children 
would wander into the camp looking for food and shelter. 
Knowing that refugees had little food, I remember asking a 
mother in the camp what happens when these children arrive. 
She replied without hesitation, “we make the circle wider.” 

I learned a lot in that moment. It revealed to me my 
temptation to keep my circle of compassion small. It also 
caused me to consider the circle of friends I keep, the circle 
of opinions I listen to, the circle of books I read, and the 
circle of news I watch. The list could go on, but my point is 
that this refugee woman taught me an important lesson on 
expanding my heart. Or perhaps she reminded me of the 
way of Jesus, who made the circle wider with each person he 
encountered – tax collectors, sinners, criminals, non-believers.  

It seems to me that our country’s circle is pretty small 
these days. How might we make the circle wider? As you 
read the article on JRS and the ways in which its circle of 
compassion and care has expanded over the years, I invite 
you to consider the same question for yourself. 

Are we willing to enlarge the ways in which we see God 
acting in our world? In the people and events of our lives?  
St. Ignatius had a vast circle. In fact, it might be said that he 
had no circle since Ignatian Spirituality posits that we can 
“find God in all things.” Let us put ourselves to that task and 
ask God for the grace to widen our circle, to expand our 
hearts and to find God in all things.

Gratefully in the Lord,

Thomas P. Greene, SJ
Provincial

Queridos hermanos en el Señor.
Este año, el Servicio Jesuita a Refugiados (SJR) celebra 40 años 

de servicio, educación y defensa a los refugiados. La Provincia 
USA Central y Meridional ha apoyado al SJR desde sus inicios 
contribuyendo con nuestros hombres y recursos. Quienes que  
han trabajado con el SJR dirían que recibieron tanto como  
dieron. Conmemoramos con profunda gratitud cuatro décadas  
de aprendizaje e inspiración con los refugiados. Y sé que ese es  
mi caso.

En el 2001 tuve la oportunidad de trabajar con el SJR en 
el campamento Dzaleka en Malawi. En ese momento, el VIH-
SIDA estaba devastando el África subsahariana, incluido el 
campamento de Dzaleka. Una de las escenas conmovedoras que 
recuerdo es la imagen de los refugiados reunidos en círculo al 
final del día alrededor de una pequeña fogata, compartiendo sus 
exiguas raciones mensuales de arroz y frijoles, y disfrutando de  
la mutua compañía. 

Una de las realidades más dolorosas en el campo fue el 
creciente número de huérfanos, niños de las aldeas vecinas 
cuyos padres estaban muriendo debido a “la enfermedad”, que 
así se referían los refugiados al VIH-SIDA. A veces, estos niños 
entraban al campamento en busca de comida y refugio. Sabiendo 
que los refugiados tenían poca comida, recuerdo haberle 
preguntado a una madre en el campamento qué pasa cuando 
llegan estos niños. Ella respondió sin dudarlo: “ampliamos el 
círculo”.

Aprendí mucho en ese momento. Me reveló mi tentación 
de mantener pequeño mi círculo de compasión. También me 
hizo considerar el círculo de amigos que mantengo, el círculo de 
opiniones que escucho, el círculo de libros que leo y el círculo 
de noticias que veo. La lista podría continuar, pero lo que 
quiero decir es que esta mujer refugiada me enseñó una lección 
importante sobre cómo expandir mi corazón. O tal vez me 
recordó el camino de Jesús que ensanchaba el círculo con cada 
persona que encontraba: recaudadores de impuestos, pecadores, 
criminales, no creyentes.

Me parece que el círculo de nuestro país es bastante estrecho 
en estos días. ¿Cómo podríamos ampliarlo? Mientras lees el 
artículo sobre el SJR y las formas en que su círculo de compasión 
y cuidado se ha expandido a lo largo del tiempo, te invito a que 
consideres la misma pregunta.

¿Estamos dispuestos a ampliar las formas en que vemos a 
Dios actuando en nuestro mundo? ¿En las personas y eventos 
de nuestras vidas? San Ignacio tenía un vasto círculo. De hecho, 
podría decirse que no tenía uno ya que la espiritualidad ignaciana 
postula que podemos “encontrar a Dios en todas las cosas”. 
Ubiquémonos en esa tarea y pidamos a Dios la gracia de expandir 
nuestro círculo, de ampliar nuestro corazón y de encontrarlo en 
todas las cosas.

Con gratitud en el Señor,

Thomas P. Greene, SJ
Provincial

message from the provincial
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province neWs

Fr. Robert Murphy, SJ,  
Joins Vocations 
Ministry
Father Robert Murphy, SJ, 
recently began his new assign-
ment as vocation promoter for 
the Jesuits USA Central and 
Southern Province. He joins 
Vocation Director Fr. Michael Dooley, SJ, and Vocation 
Promoter Fr. Eddie Gros, SJ, in this important ministry. 

“I am thankful for all the people who helped me on 
my discernment path, so I feel blessed that I can now 
return that favor by walking with young men on their 
path,” Fr. Murphy said. 

A graduate of Jesuit High School in New Orleans,  
Fr. Murphy served at Saint Louis University as a campus 
minister from 2015 to 2019, predominantly at the health  
sciences campus. He entered the Jesuit novitiate in 2003 
and was ordained a priest in 2014. 

Most recently, Fr. Murphy was assigned to Jesuit Hall 
in St. Louis, where he provided physical therapy to  
residents, primarily senior or infirm Jesuits, before  
beginning his new assignment in August. 

New Province Website
Visitors to www.JesuitsCentralSouthern.org have  
been finding something a little different lately. The 
province website has been redesigned, with a special  
emphasis on making it easier to read on a phone or 
tablet. You’ll find news, spirituality resources and a 
special section for profiles, not only of Jesuits, but 
of collaborators in mission. Come visit! If you have 
feedback, please send it to Therese Fink Meyerhoff: 
UCSCommunication@Jesuits.org. 

Province Welcomes Eleven Novices
On Aug. 20, 2020, the Novitiate of St. Stanislaus Kostka in 
Grand Coteau, La., became the new home for 11 men of 
remarkable diversity. All are set to embark on a two-year 
period in which they will learn about the Society  
of Jesus, grow in their prayer and community life and  
discern God’s call to serve the Church as a Jesuit. 

The 11 new novices join four second-year novices 
at the novitiate, as well as Novice Director Fr. Drew 
Kirschman, SJ, and Br. Larry Huck, SJ, Assistant to the 
Novice Director. 

The 11 newest members of the Jesuits USA Central 
and Southern Province are:

•	 Nicholas	(Nick)	Bernard, 22, Tulsa, Oklahoma
•	 Jason	Britsch, 26, New Orleans, Louisiana
•	 Jaden	Freeze, 22, Baltimore, Maryland
•	 Alexander	(Marco)	Garcia, 23, El Paso, Texas
•	 Beau	Guedry, 26, Houston, Texas
•	 Fr.	Max	Landman, 33, Fort Worth, Texas, an  

 ordained priest for the Diocese of Victoria, Texas
•	 Stephen	Lauer, 32, Des Moines, Iowa
•	 Edgardo	Morales	Snyder, 41, San Juan, Puerto Rico
•	 Joshua	(Josh)	Rueschhoff, 33, Grinnell, Kansas
•	 Brandon	Smith, 25, Anniston, Alabama
•	 Nicholas	(Nico)	Vivanco, 22, Houston, Texas

Fr. John Brown, SJ, 
Named President  
of Jesuit High  
New Orleans
Father John Brown, SJ, has 
been named the 31st president  
of Jesuit High School of  
New Orleans. He joined  

Jesuit High School in 2012, serving in the advancement, 
theology, campus ministry, foreign language, and  
art departments and has served as interim president  
since January. 

He entered the Society of Jesus 20 years ago. In  
addition to Jesuit High New Orleans, he has served  
at Jesuit High School in Tampa, Fla., and at Sacred 
Heart Parish in El Paso, Texas. 

mailto:UCSCommunication@Jesuits.org
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milestones

Jesuits Depart Parish 
in Albuquerque
The Society of Jesus will 
withdraw from Immaculate 
Conception Parish in 
Albuquerque, N.M., after  
Dec. 31, 2020. 

This difficult decision  
was necessitated by declining 
numbers of Jesuits available  
for parish work. 

“For more than 140 years, 
members of the Society of  
Jesus have had the privilege  
of serving the people of 
Albuquerque,” said Fr. Warren 
Broussard, SJ, pastor of 
Immaculate Conception. “The 
parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish witness 
Gospel love through their out-
reach to the poor and infirm. 
We Jesuits who have served 
there will miss them.” 

Father Broussard will 
remain at the parish until June 
30, 2021, assisting with the 
transition and supporting the 
new parish team. 

The Jesuit tenure in 
Albuquerque was marked first 
by growth and expansion,  
as the Jesuits established  
several churches on behalf 
of the Catholic Church, but 
more recently by reductions, 
as the number of Jesuit par-
ishes was reduced to just one, 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
in the heart of downtown. 

On Aug. 8, 2020, five Jesuits of the USA Central and Southern Province  
pronounced first vows at St. Charles Borromeo Church in Grand Coteau, La. 
Jesuits (l. to r.) Travis Crowe, Reynaldo Belfort, Timothy Bishop, Brent Gordon 
and Joseph Nolla are now in First Studies in St. Louis and Chicago. 

Father Ian R. 
Gibbons, SJ, pro-
nounced final vows 
Aug. 18, 2020, at 
St. Louis University 
High in St. Louis. 
Father Provincial 
Thomas Greene, SJ,  
received his vows on 
behalf of the Society 
of Jesus. 

James R. Page, SJ, and Brian A. Strassburger, SJ, were ordained to the diaconate  
Sept. 19, 2020, in the Church of St. Ignatius Loyola, Chestnut Hill, Mass., with 
His Eminence Cardinal Seán Patrick O’Malley, OFM Cap., Archbishop of 
Boston, as Ordaining Prelate.



6   Jesuits  |  Fall 2020

Joy DelayeD:
The Ordinations of David Lugo, SJ, 
and Matthew Stewart, SJ
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T 
he journey to becoming a Jesuit priest is 
famously long. For Jesuits David Lugo and 
Matthew Stewart of the USA Central and 

Southern Province, the coronavirus pandemic made it 
just a bit longer. Ordinations in this province usually 
take place the second Saturday in June, but virus  
restrictions pushed the celebration back to Aug. 15, 2020.  
And so, Lugo and Stewart were ordained to the priest-
hood on the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary – exactly 11 years from the date of their 
entrance into the Society of Jesus. 

Archbishop Robert Carlson, apostolic administrator 
for the Archdiocese of St. Louis, presided at the liturgy  
at St. Francis Xavier College Church in St. Louis. 

The ordination followed the age-old rite, with just 
a few adjustments for safety’s sake. Father Provincial 

Joy DelayeD:
formation

Thomas P. Greene, SJ, called each man by name and 
presented him to Archbishop Carlson, and assured the 
prelate that each had been found worthy. Those gathered 
numbered no more than 200, another precaution, but 
hundreds more joined via a livestream. 

In a moving sign of humility, Lugo and Stewart lay 
prostrate on the floor while the Jesuit choir implored 
the saints to intercede on their behalf. Then Archbishop 
Carlson and all other priests in attendance – all wearing 
masks – laid hands on each. Archbishop Carlson blessed 
the men and anointed their hands with chrism and  
continued the Mass with two new priests. 

Fathers Lugo and Stewart are among 15 Jesuits to be 
ordained to the priesthood this year in the United States, 
Canada and Haiti. 

Enjoying a moment of joy are (l. to r.) Provincial Assistant for Formation  
Hung Pham, Matthew Stewart, Archbishop Robert Carlson, David Lugo  
and Fr. Provincial Thomas P. Greene.
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Father David Lugo, SJ, was born in the 
Dominican Republic and immigrated  
to the United States as a child with his  
parents and two older brothers, eventually  
settling in Houston. After graduating from 
Texas A&M University with a degree in 
physics, he entered the Jesuit novitiate  
in Fall 2009. 

As a novice, Lugo spent time in mission  
at a parish in rural Guatemala. It was 
there that he began to see the joy and 
opportunities that would be available  
to him as a Jesuit. After pronouncing first 
vows, he completed a master’s degree 
in philosophy at Saint Louis University. 
His regency (ministerial) assignment 
was at Jesuit College Preparatory School 
of Dallas, where he taught theology 
and mathematics for three years. He 
then earned two degrees from the Jesuit 
Theologate at Regis College in Toronto, 
Ontario, a Master of Divinity and a 
Bachelor of Sacred Theology. 

He is currently studying Ignatian 
Spirituality and theology at Comillas 
Pontifical University in Madrid, Spain.   

Fr. DaviD Lugo, SJ
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Father Matthew Stewart, SJ, was born and 
raised in St. Louis. He graduated from  
St. Louis University High School and from 
Saint Louis University, where he earned 
a bachelor’s degree in music. He spent a 
year as a volunteer with the Alum Service 
Corps (ASC) program before being hired 
by his alma mater, SLU High. He entered 
the Society of Jesus in 2009. Following his 
profession of first vows, Stewart completed 
a master’s degree in philosophy at Fordham 
University in the Bronx, N.Y., while teaching  
English as a second language to refugees at 
St. Rita’s Center in New York City. 

Stewart was next assigned to the University 
of Denver, where he completed a master’s  
degree in choral conducting while also 
working at Regis University, where he taught  
theology, led the school’s Peer Ministry 
program and coordinated liturgy. He com-
pleted his Licentiate in Sacred Theology  
at the Boston College School of Theology 
and Ministry. During this time, he also 
served as a deacon at St. Brigid and Gate  
of Heaven parishes in South Boston. 

Father Stewart now serves as parochial 
vicar at St. Francis Xavier College Church 
and assists at Loyola Academy, a Nativity-
model middle school.  

Fr. Matthew Stewart, SJ
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       he ongoing pandemic  
has changed day-to-day 

life in the USA Central and 
Southern (UCS) Province. 
Members of the province 

have had to move retreats 
online, reimagine vocation 
promotion efforts and find 
new apostolic assignments 
for novices. Jesuits of this 

province are responding 
creatively to ensure spiritual 

needs are still being met. 
They are finding God in 

all things … even online.

Fr. Mark Thibodeaux Creates Retreat for Parishioners 
During Pandemic, Ends Up with Much More

Father Mark Thibodeaux, SJ, never imagined a single text from a 
parishioner would set so much in motion. 

New Orleans was caught in the throes of COVID-19 in early April, with 
stay-at-home orders in place and the churches closed for in-person Masses. 
The Holy Name of Jesus Parish community needed a spiritual boost. 

On one of the city’s darkest days, a parishioner texted Fr. Thibodeaux,  
Holy Name pastor, to ask him to consider leading an online retreat. 
Father Thibodeaux liked the idea but was hesitant to pursue it because  
he lacked technical expertise. 

After much prayer, Fr. Thibodeaux decided his parishioners' needs 
outweighed his apprehension about the technical aspects of the retreat. 

“I knew our parish community was suffering – spiritually, emotionally 
and physically,” Fr. Thibodeaux said. “I wanted to lift their spirits.”

Although Fr. Thibodeaux is an experienced retreat leader, he had 
never conducted one online. He watched YouTube videos on how to  
create content and, through trial and error, made steady progress.

Meanwhile, he looked at the liturgical calendar and realized there 
was just over a month until the Feast of the Ascension. He decided on a 
30-day retreat based in the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola. It 
began April 24 and ended May 24, the Feast of the Ascension. Thus, Fr. 
Thibodeaux named the retreat “Ascending with Ignatius.”

T

By Jerry Duggan

at a DiStance: Spirituality
How the UCS Province Has Adapted to the Pandemic
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“The goal was to walk participants through the 
Spiritual Exercises and build up gradually, as if ascending  
the Mount of Olives, like Christ did on the days leading 
to His Ascension,” he explained. 

He guided participants through each week of 
Exercises: sin and mercy, followed by the Life, Passion 
and Resurrection of Christ.

Father Thibodeaux knew there was a need for  
spiritual nourishment during such a dark time, but the 
response floored him.

“I thought maybe 50 parishioners would participate, 
and I would have been thrilled with that,” he said. 

At the time of this writing, day one of the retreat  
has more than 31,000 views. Nearly 8,000 people have 
completed all 30 days, each consisting of a short, self-
paced YouTube video.

Father Thibodeaux credits two referrals for the 
surprising reach of the retreat. First, Manresa House 
of Retreats in Convent, La., was closed to in-person 
retreatants and directed would-be participants to  
Fr. Thibodeaux’s retreat as an alternative. Many other 
participants came from Fr. Thibodeaux’s friendship with 
Fr. James Martin, SJ, a well-known Jesuit author. 

“I spoke with Jim, and he thought what I was doing 
was great, so he shared it on his social media channels,  
which have many thousands of followers,” Fr. Thibodeaux  
explained. “Then, those who joined spread the word  
to friends, family and members of their parish commu-
nities, and it took off from there.”

Participants joined from every corner of the U.S., 
as well as Africa, Asia, Australia and Europe. What 
touched Fr. Thibodeaux the most, though, were the  
personal connections and growth in faith the retreat 
helped facilitate. 

“A mother and daughter tuned in – one in Ohio,  
the other in California,” he explained. “They were in  
different time zones, with busy schedules but were able 
to watch the retreat and then meet on Zoom to pray  
and share their takeaways from the retreat.”

According to Fr. Thibodeaux, many participants  
had never experienced the Spiritual Exercises before, 
believing they did not have time for an in-person 
retreat. Others had let their prayer life slide due to  
stresses of the pandemic but welcomed this chance  
to reconnect with Christ. 

“Doing the retreat online made it available to many who 
wouldn’t have otherwise been able to participate,” he said. 
“Ultimately, the retreat spread a little bit of Christ to a lot  
of people, and that’s what matters most.”

The retreat also expanded Fr. Thibodeaux’s parish  
community. At the retreat’s conclusion, he invited partici-
pants to join his parish’s daily Mass livestream. The online 
congregation has tripled, from 50 to around 150. 

In his final video, Fr. Thibodeaux announced his parish  
was getting a new sound system. Grateful retreat participants 
donated more than $20,000. 

The retreat remains available on the Holy Name of Jesus 
YouTube channel, but people who prefer a publication are 
in luck. The Word Among Us publishing house is publishing 
it as Ascending with St. Ignatius. It is Fr. Thibodeaux’s sixth 
book. 

“I’m glad the retreat was helpful to so many,” Fr. Thibodeaux  
said. “It’s all in service of the Lord.” 

For more on Fr. Thibodeaux, visit: 
https://markethibodeauxsj.blogspot.com.

To purchase a copy of his latest book, visit: 
https://bookstore.wau.org/FrMarkRetreat.aspx.

mission

MORE
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https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarkethibodeauxsj.blogspot.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cucscommspecialist%40jesuits.org%7C043029eebd8a4ef18dc308d85d547134%7Cdfba0943485b49338c48581b825a0a0f%7C0%7C0%7C637361964664202638&sdata=a0A217HZYQziRux8JAaKaIL2WtCA3ByhZ2O%2B8XWCy3M%3D&reserved=0
https://bookstore.wau.org/FrMarkRetreat.aspx
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Creating a Sacred Space of Encounter on Zoom
Over their nearly 500-year history, Jesuits have searched 
for a new “frontier” or sacred space to encounter the 
Divine. A believer in the power of personal connection 
and student of Ignatian Spirituality, Fr. Hung Pham, SJ, 
provincial assistant for formation for the Jesuits USA 
Central and Southern (UCS) Province, normally traveled  
across the province, country and globe to encounter 
people in his ministry. As the world became engulfed by 
COVID-19 and travel became more restricted, the old 
ways of encounter ceased. In their place, the Internet has 
become a new sacred space of encounter. 

“We Jesuits usually joke among ourselves when  
competing requests come in from various locations, ‘they 
forgot to teach us to bi-locate in school.’ However, with 
the current online technology available, different places 
can come to us,” Fr. Pham commented. He strives to 
respond to the various needs of people literally through-
out the world. His office has become an intersection of 
Asia, Europe and North America.  

His innovations began this spring when he led 420 
people on a virtual Camino, or pilgrimage, in the spirit 
of St. Ignatius Loyola’s journey. Instead of traveling to 
Singapore to lead this event, as planned, he conducted it 
virtually with a do-it-yourself component. The group  
met online and then did some form of walk by them-
selves. This enabled people from all over southeast Asia 
to participate. 

“I think this was very Ignatian,” Fr. Pham said. 
“Participants were able to do the walk component wher-
ever they were, and find God in any place – home, work 
or even a hospital room.”

Father Pham usually returns to his native Vietnam 
every year to teach Jesuit scholastics, but that, too, 
moved online. While Fr. Pham initially lamented the 
switch, he found it to have surprising benefits. 

His course usually has 10-11 students, but enrollment  
doubled with other religious and lay people able to 
join the virtual course. What seemed like a handicap to 
learning ended up a blessing.

“Participants were able to do the walk  
 component wherever they were, and  
 find God in any place – home, work  
 or even a hospital room.”   ~ Fr. hung Pham, SJ

“I’m glad we were able to have more students as a 
result of being virtual,” Fr. Pham said. “These online plat-
forms have been an asset to my teaching.” His students 
represented all the provinces in Asia. 

He also leads an online Mass in Vietnamese from his 
office. People from across the world – the U.S., Vietnam 
and all over Europe – join, and all are encouraged to  
participate in the Mass as readers, cantors or another role.  
This recreates some of the sense of parish community  
lost in the transition to virtual Mass, and, according to  
Fr. Pham, is what is most rewarding.

“Everyone does their part to make Mass happen,” 
he said. “We’re all in different places but still working 
together to make this possible.”

Father Pham has found himself saying “yes” through-
out the lockdown. He led a virtual vow renewal for 16 
married couples and gave a talk to young people on  
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While the program had to be restructured, Fr. Pham 
said it went well, thanks to the high level of participant 
engagement. 

“When you’re online, you have to make people feel 
like the other participants are there with them,” he 
explained. “Encouraging participants to interact with 
each other, putting them in breakout rooms for more 
intimate discussion, and uniting in prayer and song are 
ways to recreate that sense of community.”

Province Retreat
Jesuit Fathers David Romero and Brian Christopher led 
the Province Retreat. This eight-day retreat for UCS 
Jesuits focused on the Society of Jesus’ universal apostolic  
preferences (UAPs). 

Fathers Romero and Christopher adapted their usual 
retreat preparation to the challenges presented by the 
online format.

“Leading a retreat is not like a lecture; it’s like a  
homily,” Fr. Christopher explains. “How I preach changes 
depending on how I interpret the audience, and it’s dif-
ficult to do that online.”

Fathers Romero and Christopher filmed retreat  
content in the countries where they are missioned  
(Brazil and Belize, respectively), allowing them to show 
participants what life is like there. 

“Showing participants by video what life is like in 
Brazil hopefully added an international perspective,”  
Fr. Romero said. “Many Jesuits contacted us afterward 
and told us how much they appreciated our work, and 
how much they got out of it,” Fr. Romero said. “Hearing 
that means everything to me.”

adolescence and sexuality – and the requests 
just keep coming. 

“Once you start getting involved with 
this stuff, people see what you’re doing and 
ask you to do more,” he said. “That’s part of 
what I am called to do as a Jesuit priest, to 
be of service and help out wherever I can.”

Something that Fr. Pham once saw as 
an alternative at best has provided him 
with more ways to serve than he had in 
pre-pandemic times. 

“I’m really grateful for all of these opportunities to 
serve,” he reflected. “Doing things virtually takes a little 
more work – you have to take extra steps to engage your 
participants so they still feel connected to what you’re 
doing. In the end, though, it’s worth it.”

This type of work is Ignatian by nature. 
“Ignatius calls us to meet people where they are,”  

he said. “Even if people are scattered across the world  
in their homes, we’re still called to meet them there – 
and that’s what we’re doing.”

Colleagues, Province Retreats Move Online
The UCS Province offers retreats for both members  
of the province and lay colleagues. The pandemic  
forced the cancellation of in-person retreats, but the 
commitment and creativity of retreat planners allowed 
both the Colleagues Retreat and the Province Retreat  
to proceed online. 

Colleagues Retreat
The annual Colleagues Retreat has become an important 
spiritual offering in recent years, with colleagues from 
each of the province’s apostolic works attending a seven- 
day silent retreat at either Montserrat Jesuit Retreat 
House in Lake Dallas, Texas, or Sacred Heart Retreat 
in Sedalia, Colo. While the number of participants was 
reduced by the move online, the retreat gave colleagues 
from around the province a chance to grow in faith. 

Tom Reynolds, UCS provincial assistant for higher 
education, serves as coordinator for the Colleagues 
Retreat, while Fr. Hung Pham, SJ, is the spiritual leader. 

This year, Fr. Pham had participants interact more, 
as opposed to the completely silent format of past years. 
According to Reynolds, that was a welcome addition.

“To get to know others who share in our Jesuit  
mission and grow in faith at the same time is a blessing,” 
he said.

“Showing participants 
 by video what life 
 is like in Brazil 
 hopefully added an 
 international perspective”  
 ~ Fr. David romero, SJ
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Vocation Promotion Team, Novitiate Respond 
to Pandemic in Creative Ways
For a man discerning his vocation, in-person interac-
tions with vocation ministers, men in formation and 
other discerners are fundamental to the process. When 
COVID-19 rendered these meetings impossible, the 
vocation promotion team got creative in their outreach. 
They devised several new strategies to connect with  
discerners. 

For starters, Fr. Eddie Gros, SJ, UCS vocation coor-
dinator, reached out to discerners, emphasizing that the 
province cares about them beyond the context of voca-
tion discernment. 

"Guys were happy to hear we cared about their  
families in addition to themselves," Fr. Gros said.

Next, he formed a working group of eight Jesuits in 
formation to brainstorm ways to communicate with  
discerners during the pandemic. Scattered across the 
nation, the men met virtually to discuss ideas.

One suggestion was moving a traditional vocation 
promotion event – a Come and See – online. Typically  
at these events, discerners learn about the Society of 
Jesus, converse with men in formation and active  
ministry, and spend time in prayer.

The group replicated many traditional aspects of 
the event. While one-on-one conversations with Jesuits 
proved beneficial for discerners, Fr. Gros was surprised 
how effective group sessions were, too. 

“A discerner told me he enjoyed watching men’s faces 
light up when brother Jesuits told their vocation story,” 
he said. 

William Manaker, SJ, took the lead on planning the  
weekend. He felt called to this role as part of his Jesuit 
vocation. 

“I love being a Jesuit, and God doesn’t stop calling 
men to the Society during a pandemic,” Manaker said. 
“Men are still discerning, and as Jesuits we are called to 
accompany them in that process.”

Discerners also watched livestreams of the first vows 
and ordinations Masses, providing two opportunities to 
see important milestones in Jesuit formation. 

The vocation promotion team also invited Jesuits in 
formation to create one-minute videos on what they love 
about their Jesuit vocation. These clips were shared with 
discerners. Father Gros was pleased by their impact.

“These videos leave you hungry for more, and with  
a real taste of Jesuit life,” he said.

Life at the Novitiate
The two years of novitiate are typically a pretty structured 
period following a time-honored methodology prescribed 
by St. Ignatius himself. A little of that structure has to be 
adapted to the current situation. 

“The novitiate is steeped in tradition,” Fr. Drew 
Kirschman, SJ, director of novices, said. “It would be  
easy to say we’ve always done things a certain way. The 
pandemic has made us get creative, and I think that’s 
exciting and refreshing.”

An important component of a Jesuit’s two years as a 
novice is apostolic work, often at schools, nursing homes 
and hospitals – places novices cannot currently serve 
due to the pandemic precautions for vulnerable persons 
in those settings. So, Fr. Kirschman is instilling a sort of 
“being available to serve where you are” mentality. 

Set in the small bayou community of Grand Coteau, 
La., the novitiate is taking on manual labor projects during 
COVID by helping at Jesuit parishes St. Charles Borromeo 
in Grand Coteau and Immaculate Conception in Baton 
Rouge, as well as at the Thensted Center, a local community  
outreach center. Cultivating in the novices the desire to  
be available to serve in whatever ways are needed is key. 

“As Jesuits, our instincts are to move toward people  
and situations of need,” Fr. Kirschman said. “We’ve had  
to reevaluate how to do that while keeping the safety of 
vulnerable people around us in mind.”

The consensus for both discerners and novices is that 
these adaptations are not inferior to the old ways; they  
are just different. However long the pandemic lasts, the 
province is committed to connecting with discerners and 
providing novices with meaningful encounters of service.

“I love being 
a Jesuit, and 
God doesn't 
stop calling 
men to the 
Society during 
a pandemic.”
~William	Manaker,	SJ



Jesuit’s Skills a Godsend during Pandemic
God has a way of putting the right people in the right place at the right 
time. A great example is Fr. Jeremy Zipple, SJ, associate pastor at St. Martin 
de Porres in Belize City, Belize. When the pandemic hit in March, the  
parish, long an anchor in its economically impoverished neighborhood, 
could no longer welcome parishioners in person. It became imperative to 
find new ways to meet the spiritual needs of the community. 

St. Martin de Porres had a limited online presence at the start of the 
lockdown. Fortunately, Fr. Zipple has the necessary expertise to change 
that. In March, the parish had no YouTube channel; now it has over 300  
subscribers. The parish had never streamed a Mass before. Now, around 
400 households tune in every Sunday, and several hundred more watch  
the recording later.  

Father Zipple also 
boosted the parish’s 
social media presence, 
more than doubling its 
Facebook following. 
Thanks to his efforts, 
other aspects of parish life 
can now be conducted  
virtually, too, such as a 
daily homily, a workshop 
on forgiveness and a  
parish town hall.

As important as it was 
to make essential parish 
functions available online, 
Fr. Zipple realized some-
thing can be lacking in 
virtual production: a sense 

of community. As Holy Week approached, parishioners were distraught 
over the parish being shuttered during the most important spiritual week 
of the year. Father Zipple knew he could do something special to lift their 
spirits. 

In the week leading up to Palm Sunday, the parish put out messages on 
Facebook, asking parishioners to film a short clip of their families waving 
palms and singing along to the popular hymn Enter Into Jerusalem. Within 
days, the parish had more than 100 submissions. 

Father Zipple compiled the clips to create a virtual Palm Sunday  
procession, in which parishioners could see familiar smiling faces singing 
along to one of their favorite hymns. 

“It’s great to make parish life practical during a pandemic, but it’s also 
important to recreate that sense of community,” he said. “In times like 
these, people need to feel like they’re not alone, and that’s what we’re trying 
to do with all these efforts – to let people know that not only is God with 
them, but their parish community is, too – even if over a screen.”

Jesuits of this province are committed to meeting the spiritual needs of 
all, at a distance, for however long the pandemic dictates. 

Fr. Jeremy Zipple, SJ (left) and Jeremy Vergas, a  
St. Martin de Porres parishioner who's been helping  
Fr. Zipple livestream Masses at the parish. 

RetReat

Vietnamese: 
Nov. 29 – Dec. 5, 2020

English: 
Dec. 6 - 12, 2020

Facilitators  
Hung Pham, SJ, and 
Jesuit Colleagues

Daily Schedule: 
Approximately two hours 

each evening online, 
plus one hour/day of 
personal prayer or 

reflection.

Suggested Contribution:
$50 

(optional)

Online

Registration	Form:	
https://form.jotform.com/

JesuitUCS/ucs-advent-exercises

Grace to seek for:  
Healing and Reconciliation

Advent



16   Jesuits  |  Fall 2020

05
         hen Billy Huete, SJ, was in his first year of regency (apostolic ministry)  

          at Strake Jesuit College Preparatory in Houston, Doug Hypolite, SJ, a 
third-year regent, served as dean of discipline. They had known each other 
at the novitiate but had not been close friends. Their deep friendship in the 
Lord began with the spark of a small flame. During class, one of Billy’s students 
struck a match in class, and, to quote a recent General Congregation, it was the 
fire that kindled other fires. Billy called Doug to the classroom to help correct 
the young man and restore a bit of order to the class. Probably not what the 
fathers of GC 35 had in mind, but nonetheless this small spark stands at the 
beginning of their life of working together and living in community together 
as close friends serving the same mission. I recently spoke to Billy and Doug to 
hear their thoughts on 50 years of vowed life. 

The life of a Jesuit – his prayer, his formation, his intimacy with the Lord, 
cannot be separated from the mission of the Jesuit – that is, his work in our 
various apostolates. Both men speak fondly of their early years as Jesuits living  
and working together at Strake Jesuit College Preparatory. Later, when Billy 
was master of novices, he told us novices that we would never fully understand 
the vow of chastity until we worked in a Jesuit apostolate. By living out our 
mission, he said, we would better understand the life-giving dynamic between 
Jesuit and apostolate.  

Billy can’t think about his Jesuit life divorced from the places where he  
was. According to Billy, “What makes you want to stay is your life and work  
in this place in Houston or in this place in Grand Coteau … because that’s 
where the fulfillment comes from.” 

When asked about the secret to 50 years of vowed life, Billy quickly 
responded, “Don’t leave.” We all laughed, realizing that, yes, not leaving makes 
the years add up. But there is a certain profundity in the quick response that 
the lives of both men bear out. The secret to not leaving is faithfulness –  
faithfulness to prayer and to the Eucharist. 

I’ve lived in community with Doug Hypolite – in Tampa and Houston – 
longer than I’ve lived with any other Jesuit. I’ve often heard him – in homilies, 
faith sharing and around the dinner table – speak movingly about the need 
for consistent daily prayer. The results speak for themselves. Both Doug and 
Billy have served the Society faithfully and with a flexibility that demonstrates 
their trust in God rather than in themselves. As Billy put it, “God’s been good 
enough to me to keep me praying enough to keep alive as a Jesuit.”  

Billy has served in a variety of capacities – teacher, principal, novice master,  
superior, and now socius (executive assistant) to the provincial. Doug has 

By Father Jeff Johnson, SJ

Fathers Francis W. Huete and Douglas J. Hypolite
ceLebrating goLDen JubiLarianS:

W
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Father Jeff Johnson, SJ, is president of Strake 
Jesuit College Preparatory of Houston. 

Jubilees

served primarily in secondary educa-
tion as teacher, dean, principal and 
superior. Doug is back in a Strake 
Jesuit classroom teaching Spanish in 
the midst of what must be the most 
challenging time to be teaching, as 
we navigate the world of COVID. 
Starting in March, Doug, like all our 
teachers, has been using tools that 
would have seemed unlikely just a 
year ago. He’s become a master  
of Zoom and has taken each twist 
and turn with a profound grace and 
high spirits. 

Some teachers have found the 
many transitions and changes to be 
exhausting – as indeed they are – but 
Doug has never forgotten the primary  
duty of a teacher in a Jesuit school. 
Knowing that the mission is to form 
young students more closely to the 
image of Christ, his own relationship 
with Christ continues to be shared 
through teaching, even if remotely. 
As Doug recently shared with our 
community, “The only image to  
project is the image of Christ.” That, 
in a nutshell, is Jesuit education.

In the year 2020, it is worth  
noting that Doug is one of very few 
African-American Jesuits in our 
country. “At times it could be  
difficult,” Doug said. “It depends 
upon the strength of the person.” 

While Doug was studying in 
Rome, Father General Pedro Arrupe 
said to him, “I’m going to tell you 
we need you. Keep going, don’t give 

up, pray. God is going to 
make a way that things 
will be better, not just for 
you, but for the Society.” 

Words of encourage-
ment from Fr. Arrupe 
must have been helpful, 
but Doug had to work 
against stereotypes. As 
an African American, Doug had to 
doubly prove himself wherever he 
worked, especially when starting a 
new assignment. He said, “Wherever 
I go, I have to prove myself. If teach-
ing in a classroom, I have to be the 
best because everyone has their eye  
on me wondering what I can do, 
questioning whether I’m smart 
enough to teach a class.” This from  
a man who, by my last count, is  
proficient in five languages. 

Nowhere is a Jesuit’s relationship 
with Christ put to more effective 
work than in the novitiate, where 
Billy served as novice master for 
many years. Along with a whole  
generation of Jesuits in our province, 
I am a beneficiary of Billy’s formative 
relationship with Christ. Being novice 
master was, according to Billy, “my 
favorite job in the Society.” It showed. 
Billy’s joy and laughter were infec-
tious. No doubt we tested his good 
humor, especially during the produc-
tion of the annual play put on for 
formation gatherings! But he showed 
us how serving Christ was a joy for 
him personally. 

Fr. Billy Huete, SJ, congratulates  
Tania Tetlow on her inauguration as 
Loyola University New Orleans’ first lay 
president in 2018. Photo by Kyle Encar, 
courtesy of Loyola New Orleans.

Doug is known for his work at 
Strake Jesuit and Jesuit High School 
(Tampa), but an important part of his 
ministry has been in France. For the 
past several years, he has gone each 
summer to help at a convent in Nancy, 
France. Working with the nuns and 
ministering in a local hospital have 
been rewarding, and I’ve heard the 
victuals weren’t bad either – “C’est 
le petit Jésus en culotte de velours.” 
(Translation of this French idiom: 
“It’s like a little Jesus in velvet under-
pants.”)

Both Billy Huete and Doug Hypolite 
are a gift to our Society and the people 
they have served. They are beacons of 
joy and happiness in their vocations. 
For this, we have God to thank.

Ad multos annos!

Teaching at Jesuit high schools requires  
service beyond the classroom. Here Fr. Doug 
Hypolite, SJ, blesses a student’s throat at 
Jesuit High School in Tampa, Fla.
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By	William	Bole

Refugees,’’
40 Years Later

Still

Jesuit Refugee Service finds new ways to serve amid a pandemic 
and ever-growing numbers of forcibly displaced people.

It Is challengIng to provIde an educatIon to refugees, both chIldren and 
adults who are escapIng vIolence and unrest In theIr homelands, but It Is also 
the sIngle best way to aId them In startIng over wIth hope for a better future. 
the coronavIrus pandemIc has made the task all the more challengIng, espe-
cIally In remote stretches lIke the mountaIns of central afghanIstan, where 
many have sought refuge from armed conflIct elsewhere In the country.

Enter the Jesuits.

The Jesuit Refugee Service 
(JRS) is finding ways to keep 
up the learning amid lock-

downs – often in places without reli-
able Internet or even stable electricity. 
In those highlands of Afghanistan, for 
example, the international agency is 
broadcasting daily lessons for refugee  
children. Teachers are managing to 
make the lessons interactive by  

carving out time for children to call 
in with questions on cell phones.

Bringing Jesuit education to  
forcibly displaced people is one way 
the Rome-based agency is revitalizing  
its global mission – in the most 
troubling times since its establish-
ment 40 years ago.

“I don’t think Fr. Arrupe  
envisioned us being around, four 

“
withWalking

decades later,” says Fr. Tom Smolich, SJ,  
JRS’s international director. He was 
speaking of Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ, the 
beloved Jesuit Superior General who 
was serving in that role when refugees  
began flooding out of Vietnam on  
rickety boats and rafts in 1979. The  
plight of the Vietnamese “boat people”  
led Fr. Arrupe to call for a worldwide 
humanitarian response by Jesuits and 
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international

for such large-scale campaigns). “But 
here we are,” says Fr. Smolich, “still 
showing the face of Jesus at this  
time when there are more and more  
forcibly displaced people.”

Indeed, the United Nations 
reports that there were 79.5 million 
forcibly displaced people at the end 
of 2019. Their numbers have swelled 
in the decades since the boat people, 
largely due to conflicts in places 
ranging from Syria to South Sudan. 
And, just as alarming, these people 
are living through much longer  
periods of refuge, because the  
conflicts are protracted. Fewer can 
return to their homes or find oppor-
tunities to permanently resettle.

“The major 
change in the ref-
ugee world is that 
the underlying 
conflicts which 
cause the outflow 
of people are not 
being resolved 
and the duration 
of exile extends 
(now an average  
of 17 years),” 
says Fr. Michael 
Gallagher, SJ,  
a member of  
the Jesuits USA  
Central and 
Southern Province  

and Deputy International Director of 
Jesuit Refugee Service. He has served 
with JRS for nearly two decades. 

Father Gallagher began working  
with refugees in 1991, when the 
Haitian crisis was at its height, and 
he helped Haitians in Miami. Then 
he went to El Paso, Texas, in 1994, 
where, as a lawyer, he handled asylum  
cases. “I loved working with refugees 

and found them the most interesting 
and grateful clients I had ever had. 
They would even thank me sincerely 
when we lost the case!” he said. “I 
thought that this was my niche, and 
the province agreed.” 

He went to Oxford for a master’s  
degree in forced migration and then 
was hired by JRS Southern Africa as a 
policy officer. He went on to become 
the country director in Zambia, 
then a regional advocacy officer in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Then he 
served 10 years as the JRS representa-
tive to the United Nations in Geneva, 
Switzerland.

“When I started international  
refugee work, there were resolutions 
to situations. Now that is not the case,” 
he says. “Humanitarian workers were 
not targets of abduction and killing  
as they are now in many parts of the 
world. As for the refugees, their num-
ber is greater than any time since 
WWII. They are typically housed in 
the least developed countries in the 
world, where they are excluded from 
full participation in society. It has 
remained true throughout my time 
working with refugees internationally  
that as a group they are underfed, 
undereducated and unemployed.”

In light of this reality, JRS is  
playing a long game. It does provide 
short-term aid such as food and cash  
when the situation demands – and 
the emergency list has lengthened to 
include soap and hand sanitizer  
during the coronavirus era. At the 
same time, the agency has shaped  
its outreach with the understanding  
that the displaced are spending years, 
even decades, uprooted. They need 
schools, counseling and other help 
along their journeys. They need what 
Jesuits call “accompaniment.”

Jesuit organizations. Out of that  
campaign came, in November 1980, 
the founding of JRS.

Soon after, another crisis mate-
rialized – the Ethiopian famine, 
which triggered another humanitar-
ian push by the Jesuit agency. These 
were unusual eruptions at the time, 
and many thought the emergencies 
would pass (and so would the need 

Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ, greets children in Delhi, India.

fr. michael gallagher, sJ, 
walks with refugee children 

in rwanda.
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“We walk with them,” says Fr. 
Smolich, a member of the Jesuits 
West Province. “We educate them. 
We help them find their voice, so 
they can tell their own stories. They 
get what they need to move forward. 
And that’s what Jesuit ministry does. 
It helps people fulfill their hopes 
and what God intends for them.” He 
adds, “We listen, because often times 
there’s a lot of trauma.”

The work is further spelled out 
in the mission statement: “Inspired 
by the generous love and example of 
Jesus Christ, JRS seeks to accompany,  
serve, and advocate the cause of  
forcibly displaced people, that they 
may heal, learn, and determine their 
own future.” 

“We provide a way for them to 
provide for themselves and their 
families, and that is through educa-
tion,” Fr. Gallagher said. “Education 

toward livelihoods, marketable skills 
– a path out.” 

In connection with this anniver-
sary year, JRS has articulated four 
basic priorities and goals, including:

REcOnciliatiOn
Diverse teams of JRS workers are  
teaching children and others from  
disparate backgrounds how to live 
together and respect one another.  
For instance, in regions torn by  
religious and ethnic violence, 
Christian and Muslim students have 
sat alongside each other in JRS class-
rooms. They’ve learned not only the 
basics but also lessons from a peace 
studies curriculum that teaches about 
culture, dialogue and mutual under-
standing. The aim is to foster “right 
relationships,” not only among the 
forcibly displaced but also between 
them and their host communities.

teachers and students during an art therapy class at the Jrs special needs centre. 

MEntal hEalth and 
psychOsOcial suppORt
Violence and chaos, along with years 
of displacement, can take a psycho-
logical as well as physical toll. For 
that reason, JRS workers offer an 
assortment of community-based  
services to improve psychological 
well-being. 

“All the relief aid in the world 
won’t necessarily help a child with 
her trauma,” says Joan Rosenhauer, 
executive director of Jesuit Refugee 
Service/USA, explaining why such 
support has recently emerged as a 
priority. “And if children are strug-
gling with their mental health, then 
having good scientific facts in their 
heads is not going to help them 
much.”

Even in refugee camps, there are 
people at the margins: those with a 
physical disability or a mental illness, 
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JRS is now at work in 56 coun-
tries, serving nearly 800,000 refugees  
who have fled their countries and 
those forcibly displaced within them. 
As Fr. Smolich says, they have stories 
to tell.

There’s Patience Mhlanga, who 
was 11 years old when her family  
had to flee Zimbabwe after her father 
was reported to authorities because 
he voted for an opposition political  
party. They eventually settled in 
a refugee camp in Zambia, where 
Mhlanga was able to restart her 
education in a JRS classroom. After 
five difficult years, the family was 
resettled in Bridgeport, Conn. 
Mhlanga went on to attend Fairfield 
University, a Jesuit school, and from 

or those who have been victimized. 
“We are serving the people who are 
the least served,” Fr. Gallagher says.

EducatiOn and 
livElihOOds
JRS is adapting Jesuit education to 
the world of the displaced. The idea 
is to nurture hope and help students 
develop marketable skills (as teachers, 
healthcare workers, entrepreneurs, 
and other roles such as coders in the 
global economy). 

This past summer, JRS schools in 
Beirut were the first green-lighted 
by the government to reopen after 
lockdowns – a tribute to the high 
esteem for Jesuit education there and 
elsewhere. During the global health 
crisis, JRS has pivoted toward a 
patchwork of options. These include 
open-air classrooms, lessons broad-
cast over refugee-camp radio, and 
multiple channels for online learning. 
Sometimes instructors hand-deliver 
course materials to the one-room 
urban apartments of refugee families 
and teach with the use of cell phones.

advOcacy 
JRS advocates policies, practices and 
legislation that offer protection to 
forcibly displaced persons – inspired 
notably by Pope Francis’s passion for 
this cause. “We continue to lift up 
the importance of rights established 
under U.S. and international laws, 
including the rights of asylum  
seekers,” says Rosenhauer of JRS/
USA, referring to U.S. policies in 
recent years that have severely  
hindered the asylum process as well 
as refugee resettlement. “It’s more 
complicated now, during the pan-
demic, with borders across the  
world being closed up. But even  
in a pandemic, you need to find a 

there pursued a graduate theology 
degree at Duke University, before 
going back to Zambia as a Peace 
Corps volunteer.

Now she’s getting a master’s in 
public health at George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C. 

“As a Catholic and Jesuit-educated  
woman, I hope to give back and 
always remind myself that God has 
given me a bigger calling in this 
world,” she wrote. “I hope to use my 
education to help others flourish.”

“Refugees are signs of hope for 
me,” Fr. Gallagher says. “For the 
most part, they remain filled with 
hope for themselves and their  
families, sure that God is looking 
out for them and finding God in 
situations where I would be severely 
challenged to do so.”

William Bole is a journalist who writes  
frequently about the Jesuits.

fr. thomas h. smolich, sJ, Jrs international Director, meets a class of Jrs students while  
visiting in south sudan.
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ations. They shouldn’t be sent back  
to situations that threaten their lives.”
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man in formation

Kevin Kuehl, SJ: Committed to Doing Justice

When Kevin Kuehl, SJ, sees 
injustice, he calls it out. 
From his current work 

with a Jesuit anti-racism group to his 
past service at a Honduran children’s 
home, Kuehl tries to live the Jesuit 
ideal of “the faith that does justice.” 

In addition to his philosophy 
studies at Saint Louis University, 
Kuehl is a part of the Jesuit Anti-
Racism Sodality (JARS), a group  
that is committed to racial justice.

“The goal of JARS is to root out 
racism within the Society of Jesus, 
first and foremost, so that we can 
then do our part to root out this 
moral evil in the world,” he said. 

According to Kuehl, the justifica-
tion for this group, which has started  
a book club and this summer led an 
online anti-racism retreat, comes 
from Scripture itself. “The Gospel 
calls us to recognize that God gives 
other human beings inherent dignity,”  
he explained. “If that dignity is not 
being recognized, we need to call 
that injustice out.”

most marginalized mem-
bers. It was there that Kuehl 
encountered two Jesuits, 
one of whom was Fr. Robert 
Murphy, SJ, who is now a 
vocation promoter for the 
Jesuits USA Central and 
Southern Province. Kuehl 
was surprised to see men  
in religious formation in 
such a context. 

“Seeing Jesuits at the 
shelter really changed how 
I viewed religious life,” he 
said. “I saw them serving the 
poorest of the poor as part of their 
formation and thought ‘maybe I 
could do that.’” 

It was merely a passing encoun-
ter at the time, but Kuehl suspects  
it may have planted a seed that, 
coupled with his strong desire for 
community, ultimately led him to  
a Jesuit vocation. 

Kuehl attended Georgetown  
University, where he encountered 
many Jesuits and was impressed by 

“They built community and were 
committed to doing justice.”

After graduation, Kuehl spent  
two years in Honduras at Farm of  
the Child, a Catholic children’s home.  
He felt fulfilled by his service there 
and unsure about a religious vocation.

Next, he enrolled at Creighton 
University, where he completed his 
master’s degree in ministry, worked 
as a graduate assistant at the Schlegel 
Center for Service and Justice and 
continued to discern his vocation.  
He felt that God was inviting him  
to something more.

After attending several discern-
ment retreats and much prayer, Kuehl 
entered the Jesuit novitiate in August 
2017. It is in his Jesuit vocation, which 
provides him with a deeper sense of 
purpose, that he finally feels at home.

“I always enjoyed my studies and 
my service work,” he says. “But, Jesus 
kept inviting me to something deeper. 
I answered, and now I feel like I’m 
home.”

By Jerry Duggan

how “real” they were. In particular, 
he recalls Fr. Christopher Steck, SJ,  
a theology professor who invited  
students to his apartment for Mass  
at 10 p.m. on Thursdays, plus food 
and fellowship afterward. 

“It became clear to me that Jesuits 
were genuine, and that they were 
active in the world,” Kuehl said. 

Kuehl grew up in a devout 
Catholic family in Memphis, Tenn. 
In his sophomore year at Christian 
Brothers high school, Kuehl went 
on a border immersion experience 
in Tijuana, Mexico, with a group of 
classmates. On the trip, the group 
volunteered at a migrant shelter, 
where they served some of society’s  

“ the goSPeL caLLS uS to recognize that goD giveS  
 other huMan beingS inherent Dignity” – Kevin Kuehl, SJ
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Justin Daffron, SJ: 
At the Service of Mission

Every baseball fan knows the 
value of a good utility player.  
For the Jesuits, Fr. Justin 

Daffron, SJ, has proved himself to be 
an outstanding utility player, serving 
in disparate roles at Jesuit universities  
in Chicago, St. Louis and New Orleans. 

“The one thing that’s similar  
about my assignments is that I 
haven’t had proper preparation 
for any role,” he says with a smile. 
“That’s the common theme.”

His Jesuit superiors might also 
point out other common themes: his 
willingness to go where needed and 
his success in whatever assignment 
he’s given. 

Father Daffron, 48, recently 
began his second year as vice presi-
dent for mission and identity at 
Loyola University New Orleans. He 
began his career in higher education 
at Spring Hill College in Mobile, Ala.,  
as a counselor and assistant to the 
dean of students. Following ordina-
tion, he was assigned to student  
services at Loyola University Chicago,  
where he worked to provide support 

for all students, but particularly for 
those who were first-generation 
and low-income. After several 
years, he moved to the university’s 
advancement office. 

“Having worked with initiatives 
to serve students, I learned it comes 
down to resources,” he says. “I fun-
damentally believe we can graduate  
any student from any university 
with the right resources to support 
them to be successful.” 

Next up was Saint Louis 
University, where Fr. Daffron 
served as special assistant to the 
president for new business develop-
ment. He developed alternative  
revenue streams by creating col-
laborations between academic  
leaders and outside business part-
ners. “I chased the bigger deals that 
had potential to really impact the 
school’s budget,” he says. 

After just two years at SLU, 
there was a new spot for the utility 
player. In 2018, Loyola University 
New Orleans named Tania Tetlow 
as its first lay president, and the 
school’s charter changed to require 
that at least one officer is a Jesuit. 
Former Provincial Ronald Mercier, 
SJ, asked Fr. Daffron to consider 
the trade to New Orleans. 

“When I came down and met 
with (President Tetlow), I was 
really inspired by her,” Fr. Daffron 
said. “In my role, I support her in 
all things Jesuit and Catholic. She’s 
so knowledgeable and her voice 

is so empowering when she talks 
about mission. My job is to partner 
with her to strategically advance the 
university. I also raise questions at 
the leadership table about how this 
policy, practice or financial decision 
benefits our students in line with a 
Jesuit, Catholic identity.”  

Father Daffron arrived at a critical  
juncture for Loyola, just in time for 
the Mission Priority Examen that 
every Jesuit university undertakes. 
“It was a wonderful opportunity 
to discern within the Loyola com-
munity how we want to advance 
and deepen our Jesuit and Catholic 
characteristics,” Fr. Daffron said. 

When Fr. General Arturo Sosa 
sent a letter officially supporting 
Loyola’s Jesuit Catholic identity and 
affirming their priorities – specifi-
cally, Ignatian formation for faculty 
and staff – it was cause for celebra-
tion for the Loyola community. 

“The validation was important 
because a lot of people had invested 
time and energy in the process,” Fr. 
Daffron said. “It helped contributors 
to see themselves as part of this  
bigger project. It doesn’t happen 
very often that people are given a 
space to talk at a deeper level about 
how their work relates to this  
mission. It was empowering to see, 
especially at a place like Loyola, in 
the midst of our diversity, a strong 
sense of commitment to our Jesuit 
Catholic identity.” 

man at Work

By Therese Fink Meyerhoff
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in the Time of COVID
              dvent may be the best time of year to consider what will come  
    out of  the pandemic we are suffering through, for this liturgical  
                   season reminds us of our hope at a time when it can be difficult  
to find hope in the world. As the virus seeps everywhere, nothing could 
make us more hopeful than remembering that our Creator and Lord has 
come into our flesh. 

He has come not as a visitor, like Yahweh came to visit Moses on Mount 
Sinai; then, the Lord came, and the Lord went. But the Son of God has come 
to stay. He is equal to the Father and the Spirit as God, but did not think 
divinity had to be clung to, but emptied Himself and took on the nature of a 
servant. (Phil. 2:6) Remember? He said, I came not to be served, but to serve. 
(Matt. 20:28)

He still does: The Incarnation became a permanent condition. In God, 
a human heart still beats, and a human mind still governs. And among 
us? Well, St. Paul assured us, all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. (Gal. 3:27) Just as we live in the mild breezes 
and warm sun of spring, we live in Him who promised that He will be with 
us all days. (Matt. 28:20)

By Fr. Joseph Tetlow, SJ

Advent
A

THIS LITURGICAL SEASON 

REMINDS US OF 

OUR HOPE AT A TIME 

WHEN IT CAN BE 

DIFFICULT TO FIND 

HOPE IN THE WORLD. 

spiritualitY
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While families are locked up in their houses, and the 
elderly are left in a room alone, rarely visited, we need to 
remember: Always, He will be with us.

There is another hope that we need in an Advent 
threatened by COVID-19. This pandemic is forcibly 
reminding us that we are not going to be on this Earth  
as we are now for very long. Death looms over our cities,  
our nation and over the whole globe. None of us can 
dodge it, even if we wear our masks all day long. We don’t 
much like to think of death – we don’t even sit at wakes 
anymore, and people often bury, not their loved ones,  
but a heavy little box. 

Every day we see the number of deaths from this 
pandemic in the paper and on television. So, we need to 
remember our hope. We remember first of all that the 
Resurrection of the Savior was not a single historical 
event that happened on one day. It is an ongoing event, 
marking the second half of human history. The first half 
was bitterly marred by sin, and sin led to death. The  
people had learned only the vague hope that the souls  
of the just are in the hands of God. (Wis. 3:1)

Jesus’ Resurrection marked the beginning of the end 
of death’s reign. For all who believe in Him and keep His 
word already live in the Kingdom of God and look  
forward exultantly to God’s glory. (Jn. 3:16) When we 
remember that hope, we are taking account of two things. 

First, though we have here no lasting city, we have in 
our life in Christ the hope that we will live – we, our-
selves, body and soul – after we have gone through the 
door of death.

Second, we know that we cannot choose to live forever,  
any more than we can tell the coronavirus not to bother 
us. No. Our hope is in the Name of the Lord. Advent  
connects the beginning in Christ with the end in Christ: 
For this is how God loved the world; he gave his only Son  
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life. (Jn. 1:16) Our end is eternal life. 

That brings us to another reason why Advent is the 
perfect season to reflect on this dreadful coronavirus: 
Advent trips over November, when the Church celebrates 
All Saints and All Souls. On these feasts, we celebrate the 
successful arc of life of those whom God has called. The 
timing is perfect, because this virus was sent to us as a 
reminder that the Incarnation and the Resurrection are 
not the only events that were not just points in time. 

The Father assigned an arc of life to Jesus of Nazareth 
– and to the Lady Mary and to Joseph, His father. The 
Father still assigns an arc of life to each human being – 

including me and you. This is part of the mystery of life 
as our God has given it to us. As Jesus was born and lived 
and suffered, so does each of us. And we can say with 
St. Paul that in my flesh I am completing what is lacking 
in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the 
church. (Col. 1:24)

We have to be honest: this COVID-19 thing is a pain, 
a suffering. But perhaps it doesn’t seem so great when we 
put it in perspective. We will be raised again, in our own 
flesh, as ourselves, carrying with us forever the Christian 
character we have developed.

When we die, we take nothing with us to judgment 
except the character we have nourished. Make a tree good, 
and its fruit will be good, is the way Jesus put it. (Matt. 12:33)  
The virtues we have lived – faith and hope, of course, but 
also kindness, perhaps, patience, courage, compassion – 
these will be our character that we take to judgment. 

Fr. Joseph Tetlow, SJ, is a world-renowned writer on Ignatian spirituality  
and spiritual director. He has served as dean of Loyola University New  
Orleans, assistant to the superior general in Rome for Ignatian Spirituality and 
associate editor of America. He is also the former director of Montserrat Jesuit 
Retreat House in Lake Dallas, Texas.

WE HAVE TO BE HONEST: THIS COVID-19 
THING IS A PAIN, A SUFFERING.

So, Advent is the perfect time – and coronavirus the 
challenging situation – to ask ourselves whether we are  
a good tree bringing forth good fruit. 

Or not? 
Isaiah said, the Redeemer’s human character would be 

marked by wisdom, understanding, counsel, courage, piety, 
knowledge and fear of the Lord. From the earliest days, the 
People have understood that these virtues are powers we 
have to call on, authority we have to declare and act in  
holiness; these virtues are given to each of us when we  
are baptized into Christlife.

St. Paul listed the virtues that those who live in the  
Spirit will display in our character, if we exercise them:  
love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, trustfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.

Advent, then – this particular Advent drenched in deadly  
virus that we need to protect one another from – can bless 
our shelter-at-home with the virtues, the greatest of which is 
love – and love is always ready to make allowances, to trust, 
to hope and to endure whatever comes. (1 Cor. 13:7)

This is the perfect way to handle COVID-19. And love 
never comes to an end – but coronavirus will, for all of us, 
one way or another.
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Father thomas e.J. Kelly, SJ
Born in Topeka, Kansas, Thomas 
Kelly grew up knowing about 
Jesuits. His father, Thomas E. 
Kelly, was the longtime business 
manager at St. Mary's College, the 
Jesuit theologate, until its closure 
in 1967. He entered the Jesuit 
Novitiate in Florissant, Mo., in 
1964, after completing a master’s 
degree in economics and  

psychology. Following formation, Fr. Kelly served Saint 
Louis University for 27 years: at the hospital during the 
1980s, later in human resources and finally in admissions. 
He was beloved by many as a joyful, sensitive and caring  
colleague. After his retirement from the university in 
2010, he continued his ministry of counseling and friend-
ship at Jesuit Hall until declining health necessitated his 
move to the infirmary in 2015 to pray for the Church  
and the Society.

Father Tom Kelly died July 22, 2020 at the Fusz 
Pavilion in St. Louis. He was 81 years old, a Jesuit for 
almost 56 years and a priest for 41 years. 

Father thomas w. cummings, SJ
As a lifelong educator, Fr. Thomas 
W. Cummings, SJ, touched the 
lives of thousands of students at 
St. Louis University High School, 
Rockhurst High School in Kansas 
City, Mo., and Regis University  
in Denver. Throughout his life,  
he brought God’s radiant smile  
to countless families in moments 
of both celebration and grief.

Born in St. Louis, he entered the Society of Jesus in 
1956, just a few months after he graduated from St. Louis 
University High School. He began his education minis-
try as a teacher but would go on to become the president 
of both Rockhurst and St. Louis University High School. 
Both schools flourished under his leadership, thanks in 
part to his gift for fundraising. In 1994, Fr. Cummings 
moved to Regis University to teach and work in campus  
ministry. He remained until 2003, when he returned 
to St. Louis to become superior of the SLU High Jesuit 
Community and to teach theology. 

In 2013, health issues dictated his move to the Jesuit 
retirement community at Jesuit Hall in St. Louis. 

Father Tom Cummings died Aug. 9, 2020, in St. Louis. 
He was 81 years old, a Jesuit for 64 years and a priest for 
51 years.

Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; let them rest 
from their labors, for their good deeds go with them.

in memoriam

MORE
On thE WEB

q

Please join us in prayers of remembrance for the following Jesuits of the USA Central and Southern Province 
who have entered into the peace of Christ. May they rejoice in God’s kingdom. 

Harold	J.	Rahm,	SJ  |  Feb. 22, 1919 – Nov. 30, 2019
John	E.	Puza,	SJ  |  Jan. 17, 1933 – Dec. 30, 2019
Luke	J.	Byrne,	SJ  |  May 5, 1935 – Jan. 27, 2020
Bernard	J.	Coughlin,	SJ  |  Dec. 7, 1922 – Jan. 28, 2020
Rodney	T.	Kissinger,	SJ  |  June 14, 1915 – March 7, 2020
David	L.	Koesterer,	SJ  |  May 11, 1929 – March 11, 2020

Francis	X.	Ryan,	SJ  |  March 13, 1953 – March 11, 2020
Roland	J.	Lesseps,	SJ  |  Aug. 13, 1933 – March 27, 2020
A.	Ferdinand	Derrera,	SJ  |  Oct. 9, 1923 – May 15, 2020
Thomas	E.J.	Kelly,	SJ  |  March 14, 1939 – July 22, 2020
Thomas	W.	Cummings,	SJ  |  Oct. 3, 1938 – Aug. 9, 2020

For complete obituaries, visit the province website: www.jesuitscentralsouthern.org/in-memoriam. 

October 2019 through September 2020
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There are many ways that you can still help our 
organization’s work and benefit yourself through  
a planned gift.

The resources on our website can help you save 
on taxes today and increase your income through 
a variety of lifetime plans.

Are you worried about the economy  
and feel like you don’t have as much 
to give this year?

Are You

About the 
Future?
We can help....

To learn more about the benefits of making  
a planned gift, please call or visit our website.

concerned

JesuitsCentralSouthern.giftlegacy.com/
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The Jesuits of the USA Central and 

Southern Province invite you to send 

the names of your deceased loved ones 

so that we may pray for them.

If you missed our recent mailing, 

please feel free to write the names 

of your loved ones on any piece of paper 

and send it in the envelope found 

in the center of this magazine. 

We thank you for all the prayers and 

support you send our way. Please allow 

us to pray for your beloved family and 

friends who have gone before us. 

Nov. 2: 
THE COMMEMORATION 
OF ALL THE 

FAiTHFUL	
DEPARTED

http://connect.jesuitscentralsouthern.org/nomagazine

